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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Contact: Lindsay Cangemi


   (904) 534-1398
MEDIA ADVISORY

Virginia Tire & Auto To Honor Wounded, Fallen Military Service Members

During Spirit of Liberty Celebration

Virginia Tire & Auto has joined with the Spirit of Liberty Foundation in honoring wounded warriors, fallen heroes and their families by hosting a “Crossing of America” rally at 10 a.m. on Friday, Aug. 26, 2011, in South Riding, Va. During the rally, Virginia Tire & Auto will present a $1,000 check to the Foundation in honor of local fallen hero Sgt. Sean Callahan, 23, a former Virginia Tire & Auto employee and Marine killed recently while conducting combat operations in southern Afghanistan.
The rally will include a special presentation to Sgt. Callahan’s family and will feature free food, a raffle and family fun activities, including patriotic music, a bounce house and balloon artist. Local dignitaries are expected to attend.
The Crossing of America is a 12,700-mile historic journey across the United States, making an exclusive stop at Virginia Tire & Auto in South Riding, Va. Veterans are driving two limited-edition Spirit of Liberty Jeeps, which are painted red, white and blue and sport Firestone Destination M/T tires manufactured by Bridgestone Americas Tire Operations (BATO), a sponsor of the Crossing of America event. Virginia Tire & Auto is an important BATO-affiliated dealer. Five Angel cars will also accompany the two Spirit of Liberty Jeeps at the Virginia Tire & Auto store. Each Angel car carries the names of those who lost their lives in 9/11.

The Spirit of Liberty Foundation’s mission is to support U.S. Armed Forces and their families, with an emphasis on Wounded Warriors and Families of Fallen Heroes. The Foundation’s Crossing of America Jeep tour began on May 27, 2011, aboard the deck of the USS Midway in San Diego Harbor, and will conclude on Thursday, September 8, 2011, on the deck of the USS Intrepid in New York Harbor in commemoration of the 10th anniversary of 9/11. 
WHEN:   



Friday, August 26, 2011
10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Special presentation at 10 a.m.
WHERE:



Virginia Tire & Auto






43230 Defender Drive




South Riding,Va.




(703) 327-1766
Media Note: 
This event is open to all members of the media. To learn more about the event, contact Tobin Olson, tour director of The Spirit of Liberty Foundation, at (858) 759-2000, or Lindsay Cangemi at (202) 354-8249.
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